THE BANKRUPTCY OF INTELLECTUALISM

Was it not, after all, an unwarranted assumption
that severed the intellect from its natural connection
with human activity? No doubt it seemed to
simplify the problem to suppose that the function-
ing of the intellect could be studied as a thing
apart, and unrelated to the general context of the
vital functions. Again, it was to simplify to assume
that thought could be considered apart from the
personality of the human thinker. But it should
not have been forgotten that it is possible to pay
too dearly for simplifications and abstractions, and
that they all involve a risk, which the event may
show should never have been taken. So it is in
this ease. Its rash assumptions confront Intellee-
tualism with a host of problems it cannot attack.
It can do nothing to assuage the conflict of opinions
which all claim truth with equal confidence. It
cannot understand the correction of error which
is continually proceeding. Nor can it understand,
either the existence of error or the meaning of
truth, or the means of distinguishing between them.
It has no means of testing and confuting even the
wildest and maddest assertions. It cannot discrim-
inate between the intuitions of the sage and of the
lunatic. It is forced to view energy of will in
knowing as a source merely of corruption, and
when it finds that as a psychic fact willing is